
Eco-Schools USA 
 

The National Wildlife Federation became the U.S. host of the Foundation for         

Environmental Education’s international Eco-Schools program in late 2008, and we 

launched the program here in November 2009. Since then, our growth has been                 

impressive, with state-based partnerships in Kansas, Maryland, and Oregon. 

To date:  Reaching 3,000 Schools, 1.73 Million Students, and  

80,000 Educators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eco-Schools come in all shapes and sizes, and closely mirror the make up of the U.S.      

educational system in terms of grade level.  Importantly, over 67% of our registered schools 

are either Title I or free and/or reduced lunch subsidized schools. 
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State 
# of 

Schools 

Maryland 453 

Kansas 403 

New York 255 

Oregon 245 

Texas 177 

California 147 

Virginia 121 

New Jersey 121 

Florida 80 

Washington 66 

States with Highest 

Number of             

Eco-Schools 

National Wildlife Federation 

National Wildlife Federation’s (NWF) mission is to inspire Americans to protect wildlife and 

natural resources for our children’s future and to use environment-based learning as an  

approach to preparing a generation of young people with 21st Century technical and        

scientific skills for a greener and more sustainable economy. We have active environment-

based science programming in more than 7,000 K-12 schools, work with the technical      

training staff of several hundred community colleges and serve sustainability needs of some 

1,000 U.S. colleges and universities. NWF has ongoing partnerships with the National      

Science Teachers Association, the National Council for Science and the Environment, the 

American Federation of Teachers and other organizations dedicated to developing 21st   

Century technical and scientific skills in our young people.  

 

What Eco-Schools are Addressing 

Registered Eco-Schools have great flexibility in choosing the environmental focus   

areas, or “Pathways,” that will resonate best with their students, faculty, and situation. 

In our annual  survey, we asked our Eco-Schools which Pathways they were focusing 

on the most.  Not surprisingly, Recycling (Consumption and Waste), School Grounds, 

Energy, and Water top the list.  However, there’s also significant interest in Healthy 

Schools (toxics, air quality), and Healthy Living (time spent outdoors, school nutrition, 

and physical activity). 

Measuring Success 

As we annually assess the effects of the Eco-Schools USA program, we look at          

improvements to science, math, environmental learning, and youth development. But, 

our   program has a very practical side as well.  In 2012,            

participating schools saved an average of 20% on their energy 

bills over 2011 usage levels. This added up to $50 million in 

saved energy costs for the year, and a reduction of 53 million 

pounds of CO2!   

New this year, NWF Eco-Schools will begin using our dashboard 

to track metrics on a school-by-school basis. The dashboard has 

normalized equivalencies as well to help students better             

understand just how much energy and other natural resources 

are being conserved.  A personalized dashboard is available for 

each registered Eco-School. 
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376 Bronze Awards 

58 Silver Awards 

30 Green Flag Awards 


